Echocardiographic diagnosis of left ventricular outflow tract obstruction after mitral valve replacement with subvalvular preservation.
We describe two cases of left ventricular outflow tract obstruction after mitral valve replacement with complete retention of the subvalvular apparatus. The first patient deteriorated immediately after insertion of a high-profile bioprosthesis. In the second patient, chronic left ventricular outflow tract obstruction developed after the insertion of a low-profile mechanical prosthesis. The clinical course of left ventricular outflow tract obstruction after mitral valve replacement with complete retention of the subvalvular apparatus may differ greatly. Evaluation of the left ventricular outflow tract by perioperative transesophageal echocardiography or epicardial echocardiography is essential in the prevention and treatment of this complication.